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I will stand at my watch and station myself on the ramparts; I will look to see 
what he will say to me, and what answer I am to give (Habakkuk 2:1) 
 

The Significance of a Ring 
“I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse” 
(Genesis 12:3) 
 

“So the king took his signet ring from his finger and gave it to Haman son of 
Hammedatha, the Agagite, the enemy of the Jews ...”  (Esther 3:10) 
 

Is history repeating itself?  The story that came out recently is very 
interesting.  When I read the headlines about the signet ring on the hand of 
one of the most virulent Jew-haters in the world, it reminded me that events 
which happened before the restoration of the State of Israel can happen 
again.  The whole premise of ‘blessing vs. cursing’ the Jewish people has never 
changed even slightly among God’s promises.  I’ve included this story in this 
month’s prayer letter because Qasem Soleimani was actively involved in 
pronouncing doom upon Israel, projecting the demise of the Jewish people.  
His nation of Iran is heavily involved in proclaiming this too.  I am not a 
person that is likely taken to fancies and hype, but I do sometimes recognise 
the obvious.  God’s words spoken in Genesis 12:3 will never change because 
God does not change and his word stands forever.  All those who choose to 
disobey his commands will at some time suffer the consequences. 
 

In a US airstrike in Baghdad on 3rd January 2020, a drone fired four missiles 
at the vehicles carrying General Soleimani.  The strike was so powerful that 
Soleimani’s death could only be confirmed by the remains of part of his arm 
and hand.  He was wearing a large red ring he never removed.  After close 
examination by professional jewellers, it was determined that the ring held a 
carnelian, generally regarded to be the most important gemstone in Islam.  A 
Jewish Hebrew-language website reported the significance of a ring given to 
a prominent Biblical figure: Haman (see Esther 3:10 above).  Haman, like 
Soleimani, hated the Jewish people.  Both were dedicated to killing the Jews.  
Haman’s evil actions resulted in the deaths of his ten sons.  Ten people were 
killed in the vehicles hit by that US airstrike.  Yet some Jewish rabbis warned 
against celebrating the death of an enemy, citing from (Proverbs 24:17-18): 



“Do not gloat when your enemy falls; when he stumbles, do not let your heart 
rejoice, or the LORD will see and disapprove and turn his wrath away from him.” 
 

Thus we are taught not to rejoice at another’s demise but to leave judgment 
to God.  This extraordinary comparison between Soleimani and the biblical 
character Haman shows us that history sometimes repeats itself.  Also, the 
word of God shows itself to be true and powerful as we remember that God 
said anyone who curses his people will be cursed.  Hatred for God’s chosen 
people, Israel, is not only wrong but is known by the God of Israel, as he 
knows all things.   The following is an example of the hateful statements, 
aimed at the Jewish people, coming from Fatah, (Facebook page of Fatah, 
Nablus Branch, 6th January 2020).  ‘I am coming towards you, my enemy, from 
every house, neighbourhood and street.  Our war is a war of the streets.  I’m 
coming towards you, my enemy.  We’re going down from every house with 
cleaver and knives, with grenades we announced a popular war.  I swear, you 
won’t escape, my enemy, from the revolution and the people.’ 
 

God bless everyone who loves Israel and seeks to know more about God’s 
plans and purposes for her.  Derek Prince and Lance Lambert devoted their 
lives to preaching and teaching about Israel.  Let us follow their example, 
never giving up loving and standing with God’s chosen people. 
 

Let’s approach the throne of grace 

Prayer in these days is the most important thing we can do for the Jewish 
people.  Keep praying and do not grow weary.  Your prayers are powerful! 
 

 Please pray for the many Iranian people who have seen the Lord, have 
become the fastest-growing people group coming out of Islamic beliefs, 
and love the Jewish people.  This is as God wants it.  Let us all take it to 
heart and pray for any Christians whose hearts are not yet given totally to 
the Lord and seeing his promises to Israel coming to pass. 

 

 Let us pray for the coming of the Kingdom of God to earth, when there 
will be no more hatred, no more anti-Semitism, no animosity, nor hearts 
filled with violence toward anyone.  To enter that kingdom, where there 
will be no hatred of the Jewish people at all, we need to pray that anti-
Semitism is flushed out of churches completely. 

 

 Pray that the outpouring of God’s Spirit will continue.  What a glorious 
thing it is when the Holy Spirit opens hearts and minds to the truth.   
“And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and 
daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men 
will see visions” (Joel 2:28). 



 Pray fervently for those who hate the Jews, especially within Islam.  “Pay 
back into the laps of our neighbours seven times the reproach they have 
hurled at you, O LORD” (Psalm 79:12).  It is important to realise that to hate 
the Jewish people, is to hate people whom God loves! 

 

 Thank the Lord for the rains across Israel.  However, there has been a lot 
of flooding and one mother was broken-hearted at losing her son, who 
died saving others from drowning.  Chava Ben Shabbat told news reporters 
“I lost my life” when she lost her son.  Please pray for her following the 
loss of her son Moti Ben Shabbat, and for anyone else who might have lost 
a loved one.  “Record my lament; list my tears on your scroll - are they not 
in your record?” (Psalm 56:8).  Basically, God holds our tears close to his 
heart.  One can only imagine tears falling from his own eyes as he thinks 
of how he can draw those who need comforting closer to himself. 

 

 Pray for God to act upon his promise that all Israel will be saved,  
“And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: ‘The deliverer will come from 
Zion; he will turn godlessness away from Jacob’” (Romans 11:26).  

 

 Beseech the Lord for his will to be done in any ‘peace process’ that might 
be announced in the near future.  The US National Security Advisor hinted 
recently that the present administration may not wait for Israel’s third 
election to reveal details of a ‘peace plan’.  Even though they are looking 
for something that is durable and long-lasting, we know that true peace 
will only come from the Prince of Peace.  He will be the one who ushers it 
in.  Let us not be deceived into thinking man can hold summits and decide 
when peace will come.  Only God can bring it about in his unique way,  
“... the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful 
Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6). 

 

 Praise and sing to him that, “With God we will gain the victory, and he will 
trample down our enemies” (Psalm 60:12). 

 
Loving God is loving his people and loving his people means we are following 
the truth! 
 
In the Spirit of Prayer together, 

 

Sharon Sanders 
 
Christian Friends of Israel – Jerusalem (UK edited version)  



CFI UK News and Prayer items 
Pray for the Trustees and senior staff at the Way Ahead gathering taking place this 
month: that we will know the Lord’s vision in this next season of ministry for 
Christian Friends of Israel.  It seems that with the new United Kingdom 
government there will be a window of opportunity to further such friendship.  Pray 
that we will make the most of this.  Pray particularly as we seek to reach out to 
younger-age Christians with this important message. 
 

Pray for an ongoing positive response to the events CFI are involved in to 
remember The Holocaust.  Thank the Lord for the opportunity to come alongside 
the Jewish community and Israel in this way. 
 

Thank the Lord for his enabling at the Middle East Report programme with 
Revelation TV, scheduled to be aired the first week of February.  Pray for the 
booklet being compiled by the Zionist Federation to accompany the Lobby Day, 
challenging hate education within the school curriculum of the Palestinian 
Authority.  Ask for a good number of CFI supporters to come to the lobby on 
Wednesday 4th March, with the new start time of 2pm, finishing at 7:30pm. 
 

The planned debate at Exeter University was postponed.  Pray that the organisers 
will be able to reschedule – they remain keen for our involvement.  Thank the Lord 
for the prospect of a student talk by CFI at Manchester University.  Pray that the 
organisers will be able to arrange the right date to enable it to take place with 
maximum student exposure. 
 

This month we host the Let’s Celebrate Israel event in Brighton on the evening 
of Saturday 22nd February.  Thank the Lord for the good number of bookings.  Pray 
the event will have a positive impact on Jewish-Christian relations and the 
importance of Israel to both communities.  
 

Thank the Lord for us arriving at the job description for a new member of the 
general administrative staff to join us at the CFI Eastbourne office under the job 
title ‘Administrator and Exhibition Representative’.  Pray that we receive good 
applications from suitable candidates and that the Lord leads us to the right 
appointment for what he has in store. 
 

Similar to the apostle Paul in his letter to the Church at Philippi, we thank the 

Lord every time we remember you (Philippians 1:3), appreciative of your prayers. 
 

The CFI UK Team 
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